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News From Martin & Amy 

 
Steven Lee and his 2 boys from 
Wellington Elim Church are currently 
visiting Shepherd’s Arms Children’s home.  
What a wonderful help they are, updating 
all the kids profiles and pictures, and 
making a DVD presentation which is now 
ready to show to staff and kids .They are 
working on a major overhaul of the 
website so that it can be updated 
regularly.  My health has been good.  The 
weather here now is very hot. Cris and 
Marcy, the Children’s Home parents, 
continue to amaze me with their vision to 
progress things in a no fuss manner.  I’ve 
been busy with child abuse cases in Cebu 
and safe placement of these children.  

 
We have had 13 more children arrive at 
Shepherd’s Arms Children’s Home so our 
numbers are more than double what they 
previously were.  Most are very small in 
stature because of malnourishment. 
I'm always so thankful to all those that 
support the variety of needs we face at 
Shepherd’s Arms each week.  It is such a 
blessing to us.  What a wonderful feeling 
of hope it is to know each child entrusted 
to us now has a chance of a better future. 

As a special treat we took all the children 
and staff to dinner at Jollie Bee (NZ KFC  
equivalent).   Some had never 
experienced going to a shopping mall and 
had never tasted Jollie Bee food before.  
What wonderful expressions settled on 
their faces as they took in the activities of 
the shopping mall and being waited on in 
such a special way. 

 
After working in the Philippines on and off 
for nearly 18 years I have faced many 
hardships both personal and in the lives of 
the people here, yet none more 
challenging than living amongst and with 
the very poor.  Poverty here is tiered on 
different levels, from poor (living on the 
poverty line of $1 a day) to extreme 
poverty measured by the ability to get only 
one meal of rice per day.  I purposed to 
experience living amongst this level of 
poverty to understand the daily struggles 
the people face and found myself a small 
native hut.  I rent this for a nominal amount 
amongst a small community living outside 
of the city.   
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For the past 6 weeks this has been my 
home, except for when I come into the city 
on business or to Bohol (the Children’s 
Home).  For most in this community dignity 
is not easily maintained due to not having 
the most basic facilities (water, toilet etc).  
Food is not easily obtained and 
scavenging is quiet normal. One lady 
waited outside my door because she could 
smell me cooking chicken.  After eating my 
meal I placed the chicken bones on the 
ground outside for the dogs.  She bent 
down and collected the bones and told me 
she would cook them again and make 
soup for her kids.   

 
Children are passed from family to family 
depending on who has food to feed them.  
The unwritten rule of survival works here 
“what’s yours is mine and what’s mine is 
yours”.  One mother said, “We are all in 
this together”.  I understand why Jesus 
had such compassion for the poor and 
became poor so we could learn from his 
experience.  I awake daily with the thought 
that we are amongst the most privileged in 
this world we live in.  Yet most of the world 
struggles for survival.  In this community 
15 to 20 pesos a day (50 cents) is a good 
daily wage.  Most are living well below 
that. Money is made by trading cans 
bottles and garbage or trying to grow 
veges to trade.  Teaching sustainable 
living and trying to assist financially has 
been my work here.  The greatest lifeline I 
can give these people is hope.  This takes 
time, money and education.  What a 
privilege to be making a difference.  May 
you be blessed for being a part of the 
answer. 
 
Martin 

 

Sponsorship Support 
 
The number of children at Shepherd’s 
Arms Children’s Home continues to grow.  
Would you prayerfully consider whether 
you could provide the sponsorship of 
$30.00 per month to meet the cost of their 
care.  Ideally we look for 2 sponsors for 
each child.  Just email Jin and Fern Phoon 
at info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this 
is something you can become involved in. 

 
 
Prayer Needs 
Please pray: 
1. For Cris and Marcy and their 

leadership team at Shepherd’s Arms 
Children’s Home 

2. For daily protection and good health 
for the children and staff 

3. Martin and Amy as they carry the 
vision for Shepherd’s Arms 

 

 

 


